
Brussels, 23 June 2017

COST 017/17

DECISION

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for the implementation of the COST Action
“Empowering the next generation of social enterprise scholars” (EMPOWER-SE)
CA16206

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State will find attached the Memorandum of
Understanding for the COST Action Empowering the next generation of social enterprise scholars approved
by the Committee of Senior Officials through written procedure on 23 June 2017.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

For the implementation of a COST Action designated as

COST Action CA16206
EMPOWERING THE NEXT GENERATION OF SOCIAL ENTERPRISE SCHOLARS (EMPOWER-SE)

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State, accepting the present Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) wish to undertake joint activities of mutual interest and declare their common
intention to participate in the COST Action (the Action), referred to above and described in the Technical
Annex of this MoU.

The Action will be carried out in accordance with the set of COST Implementation Rules approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), or any new document amending or replacing them:

a.  “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities” (COST 132/14);
b.  “COST Action Proposal Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval” (COST 133/14);
c.  “COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment” (COST 134/14);
d.  “COST International Cooperation and Specific Organisations Participation” (COST 135/14).

The main aim and objective of the Action is to achieve a full understanding of the diversity of SE models
across Europe and globally, their conditions of emergence and development and their contribution to the
general interest.. This will be achieved through the specific objectives detailed in the Technical Annex.

The economic dimension of the activities carried out under the Action has been estimated, on the basis of
information available during the planning of the Action, at EUR 120 million in 2016.

The MoU will enter into force once at least five (5) COST Member Countries and/or COST Cooperating
State have accepted it, and the corresponding Management Committee Members have been appointed, as
described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.

The COST Action will start from the date of the first Management Committee meeting and shall be
implemented for a period of four (4) years, unless an extension is approved by the CSO following the
procedure described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.
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TECHNICAL ANNEX
OVERVIEW

Summary
Social enterprise (SE) are organizations which combine an entrepreneurial dynamic to provide services or
goods with a primacy of social aims. SE naturally cross various types of borders; sectoral (public, business,
cooperatives, associations), resources (drawing them from the market, public procurement, grants, and
philanthropy) and activity fields (personal services, finance, recycling industry, energy and transport, food
supply chains...).

This EMPOWER-SE Action aims at

(1) contributing to a comprehensive understanding of the diversity of SE models emerging across Europe
and globally; their conditions of emergence and development; and their contribution to key industries for the
development of sustainable societies by overcoming existing fragmentation in the levels of knowledge from
both a geographical and a disciplinary point of view;

(2) empowering the next generation of SE scholars, focusing on expanding the SE scientific community to
less research-intensive countries where it is still embryonic or non-existing; and

(3) fostering evidence-based policy from local to European levels and supporting the development of SE
and their eco-systems in synergy with main industry representatives and stakeholders. The Action will
implement networking mechanisms (working groups, conferences, meetings, workshops for policy-makers,
local stakeholder talks, short-term scientific missions, training schools, communication tools including
stakeholders briefs, and web-based dissemination) to connect fragmented communities and to contribute to
closing the gap between the scientific community, policy- makers and society throughout Europe and
beyond.

Areas of Expertise Relevant for the Action
● Political Science: Social policies, welfare state
● Economics and business: Organization studies
● Economics and business: Sustainability

Keywords
● social enterprise
● social economy
● third sector
● social and societal challenges

Specific Objectives
To achieve the main objective described in this MoU, the following specific objectives shall be
accomplished:

Research Coordination
● Identifying and bridging the variety of SE conceptions and models in each national contexts thus
reflecting the diversity of welfare regimes, and socio-economics contexts by bringing together researchers
from different geographical areas.
● Bridging different epistemological traditions (business, economics, sociology, political science,
psychology, education, geography ansd other social sciences.
● Gathering evidence and analysing the innovative contribution of SE in at least five key industries for the
development of sustainable societies (migration, renewable energy and transport, health and social care,
food supply chains, social finance, circular economy etc).
● Equipping major non-research SE stakeholders with robust knowledge to understand the different models
of SE and the institutional factors and organizational choices that shape these models in order to develop a
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supportive eco-system including relevant social, labour and economic policies through the organization
local talks.

Capacity Building
● Gather scholars from different disciplines and geographical backgrounds to bridge separate geographical
and disciplinary boundaries in the development of SE knowledge (66 proposers + scholars participating in
the conferences and workshops).
● Integrate researchers from COST inclusiveness target countries and young scholars into the international
SE research community with the support of established scholars.
● Train and strengthen a pluridisciplinary community of PhD students in the field of SE particularly, from
COST inclusiveness target countries.
● Foster new comparative research proposals, joint publications and mobility actions for enhancing
comparative International research projects on SE.
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